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The Vanguardie Popular rarty of Costa Rieca plans to hold a Hational Congress*
almost immedintely upon the return of its founder and former menior, lanuel
lora Valverde, from his eighteen monthe of exile in lexico City. 4t a
regularly aeheduled meeting of the Vanguerdia Popular Political Commission,
on 12 lewrch 1950, a resolution dealing with the return of ilora, nresented by
Carlos Luir Fellas Sibaje, was adopbted. It was agreed to write to More im-
uediately, requesting him to forward a letter to San Jose, for newspaper
publicetion, in which he was to state his personal desire to return and pive
his ressony. Algo, it wasz decided to request lora to proceed to Guatemala
and to remein there for some twenty days studying the Communist situstion in
that country, where he was to await definite instructions from ths FPolitiecal
flormission before actually coming to San Jose.

Although aot appesering in the text of the resolution, the reasoning of the
Politica! Comwission was to the sffect that a letter from Mora would make it
slear to the publies and the farty mombers that he wes returning of his own
free will end not uvon instructions from the Party. Depending upon vublie
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be able to force the Costa Ricen govervment into accevting some respomsibility
for thn personal safety of llora.

The Iational Congross is expected to nroduce some firsworke. During liora’s
ubsence, the Party has functioned clandestinely under the direction of

Arncldo Ferreto Segure, and it is common knowladge that strife of a sort will
devalop hetween the vresent end former leadera. Aside from motivations of
personal power, the two are expected to disagree on procsdure, since they

rre ideolopically as far epart &s the pgeneral confines of Communist theory will
parmit: llora to the right, and Ferreto to the left. In the present instence,
Farreto is maneuvering to imurove and consgolidate his own vrosition as mush ag
rossible, rrior to the return of ‘ora. The entire Political Commission,

, aprears Yo be somewhsat sympathetic to Ferreto, each
individual realizing that with the return of Uora his own particular lustre
will be dimmed if' not axtinguished by the political ability and personal
spoeal of the exiled leader.
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Peentime, it vas [ o o rorewell party was

givan for llanuel liora on 1 larch 1950 in Uexico City by Vicente Lombardo
Toladano and Cesar Codoy. & large group of leftigt intellsctuals attended.
On 3 larch, Mora devarted for Guatemsle City, via Taca airlines, supposedly
en route for Costa Rica. IHowever, liora returned to llexico on 12 HMareh and
wes [ 2t the offices of the Nexican Communist Party on 13 March
1950,

Comment: Spscifie imstructions for the Congress have not yet bean
issued to Vanguardia members, owing partly to the unecerteinty of Mora's
rveturn, and largely to the clandestine neture of the Party. Such a gathering
would be difficult to hold im soeret, and yet if it wers oven yartially
overt, or held in some other guise, it would provide the long-ezpected show-
down between the Communizts and the povermnment, which neither side is sure
that it wants. According to various welkplaced informants, the Communists
weuld like to clarify their status, which has never bsen tested under the
provisions of the new Costa Risan constitution, snd which is not precisgely
delineated therein. &t the seme tims, however, they are regsonably wall
satisfied with their progress in the semi-overt mamner in which they have
been operating and do not care to rrovoke the governmont into any specifie
deciaratiions of Communist illegality and the possibility of swire foreeful
and effestivo veprossion. .
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